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A FLASH FROM THE PAST 


by Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


"Way back in the '30's aboard an 
old US Navy "four-piper" De- 
stroyer, there were four of us, 
Chief Radioman, a Radioman 
First-Class, a newly promoted 
Radioman Second-Class, and 
myself. I was a "Radioman 
striker," a Seaman Second Class 
with a burning desire to get my 
fist on a key and ‘phones on my 
ears. The radio room was just 
off the well deck with a steel 
door that could be battened- 
down with six hand-pressure 
hatch-type latches during heavy 
weather. We had just tied-up 
alongside the USS Melville for 
provisioning, inside San Diego 
Bay, and the four of us were 
"shooting the breeze," which can 
be interpreted for land-lubbers as 
swapping "scuttlebutt" (bits of 
supposedly solid information 
about where we'd be going next 
and how long we'd be at sea) 
over what had happened during 
the last two or three months' 
steaming. 


The chief motioned to me to pull 


the rope on the TAD antenna 
switch, which I learned the hard 
way was always done when we 
came alongside our tender in 
port. It was also routine to 
"pull" it when we were tied up, 
four abreast, for provisioning 
and shore leave at the dock. The 
TAD was our multi-kilowatt 
low-frequency transmitter that 
took up a good quarter of the al- 
lotted space of the radio room, 
with only a bare six inches of 
space behind it for maintenance. 
It stood fully five feet tall, 
fronted with large analog meters, 
a husky  frequency-switching 
handle in the upper center, and 
three or four smaller meters be- 
low that, making for a dream- 
like face if you lowered your 
eyelids almost to closed. It 
stood against the wall (sorry, 
chief, I meant to say "bulkhead") 
on its left, and at right a one-foot 
space between it and the high- 
frequency transmitter, backed 
directly to the opposite wall. 
Beneath the HF transmitter be- 
gan the fore-and-aft length of the 
three operating positions. 


The rope pull had a handle of 


sorts at its lower end, which 
could have come from the cook's 
frying-pan. It was made of hard- 
wood drilled through its center 
and held in place with a knot in 
the line's end ("Don't ever let me 
hear you call that a rope!" --I can 
hear the chief even now, some 
63 years later.) I'm green, 
through and through, straight al- 
most from the cornfields of 
Iowa, with only boot camp plus 
radio school buffering me from 
the chief and his four gold hash- 
marks (each one standing for 
four years of service and the 
gold for having "...kept his nose 
clean" for sixteen going-on- 
twenty). 


So, for the first of many times to 
come I noticed a twinkle in the 
chief's eyes as he pointed to the 
antenna switch pull-rope. The 
switch itself was a long copper 
bar type, bolted to the overhead, 
with a hole in the end to which 
the line (got it right this time!) 
was attached. To find it I had to 
Squeeze into the space between 
the two transmitters, reach up 
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into the space behind, grab the 
wood handle, and pull sharply 
downward. I dutifully did ex- 
actly that... 


A fat, singing, blue and orange 
arc screamed from the switch to 
the rear and side of the transmit- 
ter above my head, played here 
and there on the upper edge of 
the iron framework, and finally, 
mercifully, snuffed out. I'm fro- 
zen in space and time. What 
have I done? Then I learned 
what the "twinkle" foretold. The 
chief and the other two radiomen 
were laughing their fool heads 
off, and suddenly I felt like a 
worm crawling on the deck. 
This was "initiation" into the ca- 
maraderie of shipboard dit-dah! 
Now I was an accepted member 
of the "krewe," a "sparks" who 
could sew the small "lightning 
patch" on his upper sleeve. 


Make no mistake, we "radio 
girls" (as some of the ship's crew 
referred to us in jest) were spe- 
cial. Even though the rest of the 
crew, officers and men alike, 
would razz us now and then, 
you'd often find some of the off- 
duty ones popping-in for a 
"cuppa joe" and a yarn or two at 
odd times, especially during 
night watches under-weigh. 
Here was "where it was at." We 
banged-out the ship's press- 
wireless "newspaper" during the 


ie 


mid-watch, 35 wpm and up. The 
pages were four to six carbons 
each, and a pre-emptive carbon 
was a prize, especially on the 
bridge. I think back now and 
imagine myself one of the deck 
hands popping in for a cup of 
coffee that would float an egg, 
and seeing one of those radio- 
men typing up a storm, head- 
phones on his ears, solidly bang- 
ing out press copy from the in- 
comprehensible noises issuing 
beyond his earphones now and 
then, and I wonder, is this guy 
some kind of magician? I can 
almost understand, as I put my- 
self in his shoes, why we radio- 


.men were held in awe by the 


ship's crew, why they showed us 
such deference at times, as 
though we might cast some sort 
of spell upon them. 


And in turn, I held my chief in 
awe when he would copy away 
at press-wireless time, and in- 
stead of having me, the striker, 
pour him a cuppa, he'd get up 
from his chair, walk over to the 
joe-pot and pour, with the long 
cord of his earphones trailing be- 
hind, and then calmly resume his 
seat, and type twice as fast for a 
stretch to catch up with what he 
had missed typing of the trans- 
mission while at the same time 
keeping-up mentally with what 
was being sent. I became fairly 
fast myself over the years, but 
never as fast nor with his ability 
to "...copy behind." He was 
from "the old school." And yet, 
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I joined his crew a touch-typist 
with ten-finger 80-wpm ability, 
while he pounded that old Un- 
derwood Western-Union ma- 
chine with but two or three fin- 
gers, adding to the mystery and 
my respect for him. I learned 
from watching him why chiefs 
were called "the backbone of the 
fléctS 


For those readers of this little 
snippet from the "old days," who 
can't quite figure out why some- 
thing so apparently innocuous as 
pulling open a transmitter an- 
tenna switch might produce such 
spectacular and intimidating fire- 
works, I'll explain. (Old-timers, 
you-all can skip this paragraph.) 
We were tied alongside the Mel- 
ville, whose transmitter was go- 
ing full blast, like a mother-ship 
should when taking over the 
communication duties of its 
brood. Its "flat-top" antenna was 
tuned to approximately the same 
wavelength, as was each de- 
stroyer to come alongside. This 
forms two coils of a transformer, 
the USS Melville acting as the 
primary coil, and in our case the 
USS Hopkins the secondary coil. 
There's only 100-odd feet sepa- 
rating the two antennas, with 
perhaps 10,000 watts energizing 
the primary coil. Two coils in 
resonance --tuned to the same 
frequency-- close-coupled. 
That's a mechanism primed to 
produce a_ substantial high- 
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voltage singing arc if you break 
resonance during transmission. 
Ordinarily, according to proto- 
col, the destroyer's antenna 
should have been disconnected 
from its transmitter much 
sooner, long before the two ships 
were closing side-by-side, but 
when you are about to give a 
brand new radio striker "the 
business," you sometimes 
"forget" to pull the switch until 
just the right moment, while 
mooring. 


--Walt, 2958-P, ex-radioman- 
striker in retirement. 


THE PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 


hy Jack Kelleher 
SO WP 2581-P, W4ZC 


Discussions among several of 
the SOWP officers have led to a 
tentative decision to publish in 
2001 a comprehensive Directory 
listing the six thousand or so in- 
dividuals, past and present, who 
have beet or still are members 
of SOWP. Plans envision that 
the Directory will include re- 
prints of selected articles from 
Sparks Journals and from earlier 
SOWP publications, plus new 
articles of historical interest con- 


tributed by current members. 


We foresee the 2001 Directory 
not only as a Directory but also a 
history of wireless telecommuni- 
cations primarily as it was prac- 
ticed in the maritime mobile ser- 
vice prior to the advent of auto- 
mated (i.e., satellite-based) tech- 
niques for communication and 
position fixing. We appreciate 
that satellites, precise automatic 
positioning systems and the like 
have contributed immensely to 
the preservation of life and prop- 
erty at sea. But we also perceive 
a responsibility on our part that 
the first chapter of this history be 
documented before those who 
have first-hand knowledge are 
no longer available. 


The cost of this endeavor is an- 
ticipated to be somewhere be- 
tween $10,000 and $15,000. 
This sum is considerably greater 
than the usual cost of a Direc- 
tory, so we have decided to seek 
contributions from members to 
help finance this proposed pro- 
ject and I know of two SOWP 
members who have already con- 
tributed several hundred dollars 
each to this project. I would 
hope that other members who 
can afford to contribute will do 
so. (Those who do will be recog- 
nized in a separate appreciation 
list in the Directory). Executive 
Secretary Waldo Boyd will in- 
clude a status report on this spe- 
cial fund in each future issue of 
the World Wireless Beacon. 


I have a complete set of Sparks 
Journals (30 consecutive issues, 
volume 1 #1 through volume 8 
#2) and will prepare an index of 
their contents in time for the 
next WWB (this can be done 
quickly; most issues already 
contain an index). We ask that 
all who are so inclined examine 
these indices, and point out to 
me what significant events have 
not been publicized - and hope- 
fully prepare an article on the 
subject for the 2001 directory, 
especially if they were person- 
ally involved. 


I recall my visits to Bill Breni- 
man's apartment in Santa Rosa, 
where I observed first hand the 
monumental job Bill and Ruth 
did to document various aspects 
of the Society and its members. I 
am encouraged to summarize at 
least the highlights of that work 
in a single readily available pub- 
lication. Perhaps the 2001 Di- 
rectory will become such a pub- 
lication. 


We solicit your comments on 
this plan before we become too 
deeply involved; please address 
them to any one of "the Commit- 
tee" (Waldo Boyd, John Kelle- 


her, John McKinney, Ted 
Phelps, Ben Russell & John 
Swafford). 

73, Jack 
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EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY'S 
COLUMN 


From Secretary Waldo T. 
Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Everyone-has been most under- 
standing. The lack of color on 
the first page of the March 2000 
Beacon was disappointing, but 
double the cost of our budgeted 
publishing bill would have been 
too much to invest at this time, 
so I canceled the color order at 
the last minute. 


Good news re the slop chest: we 
have a volunteer! We may be 
two or three months getting our 
store into full operation again, 
with inventory taken and ac- 
knowledged by our new proprie- 
tor. We'll report our progress in 
an upcoming Beacon. 


Many members came through 
with dues following publication 
of the March issue, but others 
should look at the memory jog- 
ger on the far right of the label 
serial number line. LE iat 
reads /00 or earlier, no further 
issues will be sent until we hear 
from you. We are accepting the 
three years for $40 prepayment 
option for the balance of this 
year, as well as the one-year $15 
standard payment. However, ex- 
tending this beyond Year 2000 is 
problematic and will depend 


‘978 664-3407, 1 


wae 


upon our renewals situation on 
31 December. 


WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to 
the following who have joined 
SOWP since our 

last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


HATHAWAY, Philip K. 5649- 
P Phil-PH/Blanche WIHYG, 
Larchmont 
Street, N. Reading, MA 01864, 
philwlhyg@aoll.com, first as- 
signment MA National Guard 
1937 


OSTREM, Jay E. 5650-TA Jay/ 
Laura W7CW, 307 682-7839, P. 
O. Box 1993, Gillette, WY 
82717-1993, w7cw@arrl.net 


VEENHUIS, Vernon H. 5651- 
M Vern/Lyla KUOS, 320 679- 
5959, 2247 340 Avenue, Isle, 
MN 56342-9309, vernv@webtv. 
net, early railroad telegrapher, U. 
S. Army high-speed radio Morse 
operator 


MILLER, John R. 5652-TA 
John/Linda WOIKT, 864 225- 
0084, 401 Tiffany Drive, Ander- 
son, SC 29625-2567 
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MITCHELL, Murray 5653-P 
JM/JohnnieSue WIAR, 706 
673-4810, P.O. Box 1609, 
Rocky Face, GA 30740, first as- 
signment American Airlines 
1939 


PERIVIITA, Pekka T. 5654-P 
Pekka/Anneli, +358-6-5337 385, 
Pihlajavedentie 273, Fin-63700 
Ahtari Finland, pekka. 
perivita@pp.inet.fi, served on 20 
ships 


CORRECTIONS/ 
ADDITIONS TO 

THE WIRELESS 

REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by- 
page basis so they can be 
marked into your personal copy. 


page 14 - change callsign, 
GORDON, Douglas M. 5513- 
TA from K6PUN to W6KE 


page 23 - change address, MOR- 
RIS, Walter E. 2583-P 4520 N. 
Beechwood Drive, Macon, CA 
31210 


page 32 - change address, WAR- 
REN, James R. 2924-M 2449 U. 
Cow Creek Rd., Azalea, OR 
97410 


ee 
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THE END OF CW 


by Robert Wilson 
SOWP 2660-M, AL7KK 


About fifty years ago I was just 
out of high school and got a job 
as radio officer on the Steam 
Ship (SS) North American, a 
passenger ship sailing on the 
Great Lakes. The commercial 
CW license that I had obtained 
in high school was going to pay 
off.... but today CW is rapidly 
disappearing for ship board op- 
eration. 


In those days we wore neat blue 
uniforms, just like the U.S. 
Navy, except our caps had a 
small German flag because our 
company owner was German 
and many of our passengers 
would be from the German parts 
of Wisconsin. 


Our transmitters and receivers in 
those years were old style even 
for the end of World War Two. 
The CW transmitter was a large 
gray box about the size of small 
refrigerator with a enormous 
chrome plated handle in the cen- 
ter to change frequencies. It had 
all of five frequencies, I can re- 
member that 500 Kilohertz was 
the most prominent, but there 
were several others. One fre- 
quency for the Great Lakes was 
455 Kilohertz, the standard I.F. 
frequency for most receivers. 
The receiver was another gray 
box with RCA blazoned promi- 


ay ot 


nently across the front. It was a 
regenerative receiver, not even 
the most primitive type of super 
heterodyne such as we have to- 
day! It had five tubes and was 
dedicated to receiving only CW. 
Ow back up CW receiver was a 
crystal set which required MCW 
(modulated CW) or a_ spark 
transmitter to be able to copy 
Morse Code. Our key was a 
straight key, run entirely by the 
operators fingers, and nothing 
automatic in any way. It was 
said that the rolling of the ship 
would give you a "Great Lakes 
Swing" to your CW. However, I 
could never manage to effect this 
alleged modification of the 
Morse Code. 


For CW operation we had an an- 
tenna about 500 feet long which 
went from the Radio Shack, just 
aft of the smoke funnel, to the 
aft mast, and then to the fore 
mast. The insulators were about 
a foot long and about two inches 
in diameter. There was a one 
foot diameter ceramic bow] insu- 
lator where the antenna entered 
the Radio Shack, and the CW 
signal needed every bit of that 
insulator since the voltage was 
so high. We also had a very 
large knife switch that we could 
use to switch the antenna from 
the RCA transmitter over to a 
ground in case of lightning. We 
needed it often in the Great 
Lakes as lightning was common 
and often hit the ship. I remem- 
ber sparks flying off the steam 
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radiators in the Radio Shack, and 
off all parts of the transmitter 
during one storm. So the excite- 
ment of being a CW operator on 
the "Lakes" had many faces. 


Being a young CW operator also 
made me popular with the fe- 
male passengers who liked to 
visit the Radio Shack and talk 
endlessly. Being an officer I also 
had to eat with the passengers, 
but wisely the Captain did not 
allow the young officers to have 
passengers right at their tables, 
as that was his exclusive pre- 
rogative. We young officers 
made up for this by escorting our 
female ship board staff to parties 
at every stop along the shores of 
the Great Lakes. 


I remember having my ham ra- 
dio on the ship and using CW. I 
also brought along my own 
chrome plated Vibroplex "speed 
key", more for it's classy style 
than for its keying quality 
(terrible). Later on I brought 
aboard a "TO" electronic keyer, 
the first of it's kind, and a devel- 
opment of one of my high school 
buddies, W9TO. This advanced 
fully automatic keyer was really 
useful and made me sound like a 
professional shore station CW 
operator. 


After a couple of years of Great 
Lakes operation I obtained a job 
working part time as what is 
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now known as a soldier of for- 
tune. Ship board communica- 
tions had a lot to do with it, but 
we used voice entirely as only 
one other ham was involved in 
my part of the world. Still re- 
member using CW for ham pur- 
poses from my olive drab tent. 
CW allowed us to send personal 
messages without any question, 
since there were so few CW op- 
erators in these foreign coun- 
tries. 


I was called back to serve as Ra- 
dio Officer on the SS South 
American on the Great Lakes in 
1960. CW was almost a thing of 
the past by then. When we were 
near shore we used FM radio to 
make calls. This was pretty 
much like using a cell phone to- 
day, except we did the dialing 
for the passengers. We also had 
one of the first single side band 
(SSB) high frequency (HF) ra- 
dios, on loan from Collins. They 
paid for all of the calls I wanted 
to make, simply to test SSB as a 
telephone medium. Lots of fun. 
But we did still have the refrig- 
erator sized RCA Morse Code 
transmitter, the regenerative re- 
ceiver, the old key and monster 
antenna. These things have 
passed and will no longer exist 
in the New Millennium.. 


ye 


MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


SOWP Crew: 


While reading the Dec. 99 issue 
of The World Wireless Beacon I 
noted the article "What Hath 
GOD Wrought" by Len Sluyter. 
I found this quite interesting, be- 
cause the location where Sam 
Morse sent his famous message 
is just a couple of miles from my 
home here in Laurel, Md. Of 
course the building where the 
equipment was located is long 
gone, however, the rail lines still 
there and active, but it is no 


- longer the Baltimore and Ohio 


(B & O) it is now the AMTRAC 
system. 
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I took a few pictures of the 
Maryland State Historical Trust 
plaque that marks the spot of the 
original building. I am enclos- 
ing a couple of pictures which 
you might find interesting, and if 
you deem it prudent, you can 
pass one to W6BNO/1218. 


As always I am most apprecia- 
tive of the work you do in behalf 
of the Society. I know it is a 
time consuming task and you 
would rather be doing other 
more pleasurable things, but it is 
your dedication that keeps the 
SOWP going and expanding. 
Again my thanks for a job well 
done. 


Ted Bouton 
SOWP 1292-V, K3CJQ 


Maryland state historical marker located in Laurel recognizing 
route of first telegram. Copyright photo courtesy of Ted Bouton. 
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Editor: 


It is regarding one of the SOWP 
oldest members, Mr. Melvin 
Grummet, SOWP 1740-P. 


This man will celebrate his 99th 
birthday May 29. Being he is 
not a ham radio operator he is 
out of touch with other members 
except through the WWB. Am 
sure he will appreciate any birth- 
day carts sent him. 


I have a very personal affection 
for this man as I talk to him on 
the telephone. I have known 
Mel longer than any one else 
outside my family. It was in 
May 1924 when we met in SFO 
when we sailed to Alaska on 
sailing ships. Mel was radio op- 
erator on the full rigged sailing 
ship the Star of England and my- 
self was operator on the Star of 
Italy, sailing one day apart. We 
spent the summer of 1924 in 
Bristol Bay. Then we lost track 
of each one until we were to- 
gether again with SOWP in a 
meeting of the Pickerill Chapter 
in NJ. This was 50 years later. 
Since then we have been in close 
contact vial phone and letters. 


In case you don't have Mel's pro- 
file when he joined SOWP, here 
is a copy which just about de- 
scribes his 33 years of sea going 
brass pounding. [FS: 1919 - SS. 
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Coyote/KXUU. Other assign- 
ments include: SS_ Bellerose/ 
KOKD 19/20; SS Hasselhurst/ 
KOXB 20/21; Sail Star of Eng- 
land/KFOE - 1924; SS KVI- 
CHAK/WNS 24; SS Maya/GF 
1928; SS Robert Howe/KKHX - 
1947; SS Chiwawa/KECG - 
1951; /// SS Robin Mowbras/ 
KILI - 51; Pioneer Gem/KQOK; 
Axtell J. Byles/WPBJ; Rock 
Landing/KQOC - 51/52; Steel 
Admiral/KHNL - 1952. Also 
served ton training cruises De- 
stroyers Dickerson & Decatur. 
AMATEUR: No station at pre- 
sent. Early call 2AJP/1916.] He 
has furnished SOWP with much 
material in the past. First was a 
very nice article he had in one of 
our earlier Sparks Journals about 
his first trip to sea on the SS 
Coyote. 


In the Sparks Journal Volume 4, 
No. 2 he has a very fine article 
including the Bristol Bay Club 
he founded. Regarding this 
Bristol Bay Club, which at one 
time had 64 members, as far as 
we can determine, only three are 
still alive - Mel, Bob Gleason 
and myself. 


Mel has had it rough the last few 
years with broken hip and other 
crippling ailments, but at present 
time he is doing pretty good with 
a hearing aid and a cane. 


If I recall, Mel as an 11 year old 
kid in Brooklyn did hear and 
copy much of the Titanic com- 


September 2000 


munications on his home-made 
receiver. 


Mel still lives in the same house, 
65 Mill Street, Middletown NY 
with his wife Brenda. He and 
his brother owned a furniture 
store after he swallowed the an- 
chor. 


Now here is a read old time 
wireless pioneer and I am proud 
to have known him all these 77 
years and still hoping to have an 
eye-ball meeting with him again 
soon. His present address and 
telephone number is: Melvin L. 
Grummet, 65 Mill St., Middle- 
town, NY 10940, telephone 
(914) 343-3857. 


73 to you and SOWP 
Earl Korf 
SOWP 0613-SGP, K2IC 


Editor: 


Here's my QSL card for the 
SOWP web page display. Hope- 
fully the membership with ama- 
teur callsigns will send them in 
soon. 


A reminder that www.qrz.com 
lists my W2MXE biography and 
is available for others to submit 
to that web page also. 


As Radio Officer I sailed on 5 
tankers, 2 Liberty Ships, 3 Vic- 
tory Ships, and 12 passenger 
ships. 


(continued next page) 
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SS Bulkcrude, KXBM 

SS Cyrus T. Brady, KTUA 

SS Lewiston Victory, ANGJ 

SS Queen of the Seas, AOBD 

SS Cape Horn, WQQP 

SS Santa Sofia, AZAT 

SS Gainesville Victory, 
WQGU 

SS Santa Luisa, AOQT 

MV Gulfbird, WRBF 

SS Uruguay, WMCM 

SS Carolinian, KJXQ 

SS LaGuardia, KBNY 

SS Gulflight, KXDW 

SS Newberry Victory, KQCU 

SS Excambion, KVWA 

SS Exchequer, KYHZ 

SS Santa Cecilia, KQWU 

SS Pan Amoco, WOLW 

SS Santa Clara, KQWV 

SS Santa Rosa, KHCJ 

SS Trimbles Ford, KSQO 

SS Joseph B. Eastman 


Maynard Lonis 
SOWP 4792-V, W2MXE 


Editor: 


The wonderful articles published 
in the Beacon bring back memo- 
ries of my days of brasspounding 
and ocean travel. In 1936 my 
qualifications with Morse led to 
an appointment with the govern- 
ment where they still had P to P 
cw circuits on the Federal Air- 
ways. After 30 years service 
with FAA and 10 years with in- 
dustry, retired to Florida. 


Re 


I will be 89 next month. My 
wife for 50 years died a year 
ago. Am now living in an as- 
sisted living facility. It has been 
a good life with satisfaction in 
both work and pleasure. My sin- 
cere thanks to you and other of- 
ficers of the Society for your 
work contributions. 


73 
Milt Roth 
SOWP 4090-P 


Editor: 


~ Just a note to tell you how much 


I appreciate the efforts of your- 
self and the rest of the crew at 
SOWP HQ. 


I sincerely enjoy reading The 
World Wireless Beacon with all 
the great stories and letters 
printed. 


I am now 80 with severe vision 
problems and difficulty reading 
anymore. However, I always 
manage to read the Beacon. It's 
a struggle but I wouldn't miss it! 


The SOWP is the last stronghold 
of the wireless operators. Keep 
it going! 


a 
Ken Johnson 
SOWP 2308-P, WONKE 
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Editor: 


My communications experience 
began in 1966 at NMN, a Coast 
Guard radio station in Pungo 
Virginia. I spent more than two 
years there and was_ subse- 
quently transferred to the 
USCGC Southwind, an ice- 
breaker. I made two trips with 
the Southwind, one south and 
one north. Many ports of call on 
a journey south including Pa- 
nama, New Zealand, Australia 
and ports in Africa. The north 
trip included stops in Greenland 
and Halifax Canada. I decided 
that sailing would not be my life 
so upon discharge I entered col- 
lege to study education. I have 
been teaching for 29 years and 
am presently at a technical col- 
lege here in Maine teaching 
Electronics and associated 
courses. I did stay in the Coast 
Guard Reserve program and re- 
tired with 22 years. I found it 
much different from beginning 
in comms to the last drill I at- 
tended after all those years. No 
more code and using computers 
for communications.They even 
changed the name of the rating 
from Radioman to Telecommu- 
nications Specialist. I perhaps 
was one of the last Radioman to 
retire from the Coast Guard. I 
still hold a ham radio license, 
(N1BQL) and use CW on occa- 
sion, I still enjoy that end of the 
bands. 


(continued to page 10) 
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Announcing . the Annual SOWP 
International QSO Roundup 


December 7-9, 2000 


The Annual SOWP International CW Roundup has become an event of great popularity among our members, providing a reunion among 
ourselves near the Holiday Season. In addition, the affair has proven to be an excellent public relations exercise, extending worldwide. 


DATE/TIME: The Roundup will begin at 1901 Eastern Standard Time, Thursday, December 7, 2000 (0001 UTC December 8) and will end 51 
hours later at 2200 EST, Saturday, December 9, 1999, (0300 UTC Sunday, December 10). This time period accomodates members who are 
unable to participate on weekdays (Wed., Thur., Friday only) including our overseas members. No participant should feel compelled to operate 
for a period longer or shorter than he or she wishes. 


FREQUENCIES: Five amateur bands, 3.5 MHz; 7 MHz; 14 MHz; 21 MHz; and 28 MHz will be used. A ten (10) kHz portion is allocated at 50 
to 60 kHz up from the low end of the bands. Example: 7,050 KHz to 7,060 kHz. Note: Listen for "DX" station +/- SkHz above and/or below 
these segments. 
MESSAGE EXCHANGE: Message content shall be as follows: 

NR. Your SOWP membership number without suffix: (e.g. M, V, P, SGP) 

Your First name or Nickname 

Location: Your State, province or Country 

EXAMPLE: NR 783 W4HU John VA (sent) 

NR 2581 W4ZC Jack MD (rec'd) 

NOTE: NO CONTACT or QSO NUMBERS SHOULD BE SENT. 
SCORING: Each completed exchange with another SOWP member will count ONE (1) POINT. However, if you contact the same station on 
three (3) or more bands, add three (3) points to your overall total point score for each station so contacted. We encourage greater use of 3.5 


MHz and 7 MHz. Look for contacts on those bands during the first 15 minutes of each hour during band openings. 


LOGS: Please make up your own log sheets. Include columns for: 1. Band used. 2. Date/time of QSO. 3. SOWP Nr. received. 4. Call of sta- 
tion worked. 5. Operator's name. 6. Name of State, Province or Country. 


The heading of your log sheet should show your own call sign and the text of the message you transmitted for each exchange. For example - 
(NR 881 W8TP Ted OH). Your completed log sheets should be forwarded to our Vice President for Awards, John H. Swafford, W4HU, 2025 
N. Kensington St., Arlington, VA 22205 USA by January 15, 2001. 


AWARDS: Certificates will be presented to the top seven scorers indicating their positions. Certificates of participation will be sent to all who 
submit logs showing five (5) or more contacts. 


WE HOPE MANY, MANY SOWP MEMBERS WITH AMATEUR STATIONS WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE SPIRIT OF FELLOWSHIP 
IN THIS GET TOGETHER EVENT. We encourage extended exchanges between members, rather than mere "contesting". 


- 73 and goo luck - 
Your 2000 SOWP ROUNDUP COMMITTEE: 


John Swafford, 783-V, W4HU, Chairman; Jack Kelleher, 2581-P, W4ZC, President, SOWP; Ted Phelps, 881-P, W8TP 
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MEMBER CORRESPON- 
DENCE—From Page 9 


I think that the year was around 
1980 when I was in Peteluma 
Ca. I went up to Santa Rosa and 
met Bill Breniman and his nice 
wife. We spent an hour or so 
talking about the old days of ra- 
dio and I must say that it was a 
very good visit. I wonder how he 
is doing now, if he is still active 
at all. I hope that you can keep 
up the Beacon and other publica- 
tions I find them very enjoyable. 
If it is possible I would also like 
to get access to the members di- 
rectory I seem to have a problem 
getting there. 


Thanks again 
Dick Portwine 
SOWP 2426-P, NIBQL 


Dear Waldo: 


This just to let you know that I 
think the idea of including the e- 
mail address with the roster of 
SOWP members is a good one. 
I already correspond with some 
of the members by this new 
means, and find it very handy. 


I always enjoy the Beacon, and 
sympathize with the difficulties 
of keeping things going. I think 
the amateur radio fraternity will 
keep CW going indefinitely as 
an intriguing old means of com- 
munication. Just listen to the 
many fine ops still occupying the 
bands. 


aloe 


I could, with a little effort, tell 
stories endlessly about my life 
with radio, but wonder how 
much would be of interest to 
your organization. 


73, and thank you. 


Borge Haagensen 
SOWP 0664-V, VE7VB 


Response to writer: 
Hi OM! 


Good to hear from you! And 
make no mistake, we would 
treasure your accounts of days 
gone by in the world of CW, Ra- 
dio-Telegraph, and what you did 
as we pioneered the communica- 
tions media as we then knew it. 
Please do write your accounts 
and send it either by post or e- 
mail. 

73 

Walt 

SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


Note: This invitation is ex- 
tended to all members... 


Editor: 


Here's a book title you might 
want to add to the Book List in 
the Beacon: 


The Strange Ordeal of the 
Normandier by H. L. Tredree. 
Little, Brown and Co., 1958. 
Also published in England under 
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the title Blackwater. It is avail- 
able at several used book stores 
listed on the internet. 


The author was a 17-year-old 
Marconi op sailing out of Car- 
diff, Wales in 1918 aboard the 
British tramp steamer Nor- 
mandier. The book describes 
several voyages of the Nor- 
mandier, the last of which is in- 
deed an ordeal. 


rie 
J. R. Berry 
SOWP 5533-TA, K8UGL 


PORTISHEAD GONE 


By David J. Ring, Jr. 
SOWP 3709-M, NIEA 


Portishead Radio, known to 
mariners the world over, has 
now closed its doors. British 
Telecom Maritime Radio Ser- 
vices had announced that Portis- 
head Radio and all of the VHF 
stations will close at 1200Z on 
Sunday 30 April. The Medium 
Frequency stations will close at 
1200Z on Friday 30 June. 


Portishead Radio first came on 
air 80 years ago in 1920 and was 
to become the largest communi- 
cations centre in the world. It 
employed over 340 people and 
was the Morse code and radio- 
telephone centre for the Com- 
monwealth for many decades. 


(continued next page) 
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PORTISHEAD GONE—From 
Page 10 


The following was the final 
broadcast made by Portishead at 
1200z on April 29, 2000 using 
phone, Telex and CW: 


"CQ de GKB2/4/5/6 


This is the last broadcast from 
Portishead Radio. For 81 years 
we have served the maritime 
community. We say thank you 
to all those who have supported 
and used our station. We pay 
tribute to Marconi who made it 
all possible. His first transmis- 
sions across water were made 
from nearby here and so started 
the radio era. We are proud to 
have been part of that era. As 
this historic time in the commer- 
cial messaging world comes to a 
close the Manager and Radio Of- 
ficers wish you farewell from 
Portishead Radio/GKB AR VA" 


As a final salute, there was a 
cross band event in which Portis- 
head radio made contacts with 
the amateur radio community. 
This is a full transcript of their 
final message sent on 8559.5 
KHz between 1955/2003z 
29APROO 


"'CQ de GKB 2/4/5/6/7 


THIS UNIQUE MARITIME/ 
AMATEUR CROSS BAND 
EVENT IS NOW AT IT'S 
END. THE RADIO OFFI- 


CERS ASSOCIATION WISH 
TO THANK BT MARITIME 
SERVICES & THE RADIO 
COMMUNICATIONS AGENCY 
POR MAKING IT POSSI- 
BLE. QSL ALL CONTACTS 
VIA BURO. NO INCOMING 
CARDS PLEASE. ONLY S. 
Pete PO DOK SU 
HevovON Or 7YO ENG 
LAND. 


LETS REMEMBER ALL 
THOSE WHO DID NOT MAKE 
ti BACKAIO PORT BOTH 
IN WAR & PEACE TIME. 
THEIR LOG BOOKS CAN 
NOW BE CLOSED & THEY 
CAN GO OFF WATCH AS 
WILL PORTISHEADRADIO 
TMW. LTO ALL OF THE 
AMATEURS, MNI TKS NW 
OTP & CL SEE U TMW FOR 
LAST TIME = TU AND 
GOOD BYE AR VA". 


-30- 


One sadder note was that prior to 
closing Portishead operators 
must have been very discour- 
aged. One friend who is still 
sending his AMVERS via CW 
tried over and over to QSO 
them. He finally had to use Ro- 
galand Radio who answered on 
one call. 


But still it is another sad day - 
when a station falls silent. 


I just built a regenerative re- 
ceiver - quite a challenge be- 
cause it is the first electronics 


since my detached retinas. A 
good friend bought me a high- 
power loupe that magnifies 9 
times. 


It also "feels" different soldering 
through a magnifier! 


Well the radio worked first 
time - so part of my skills have 
survived health issues. 


I tuned around and ??? what did 
I hear VVV VVV DE 4ZO - 
Haifa Naval Radio is still on the 
air. 


What a comforting thing! The 
radio works, and I can still hear 
at least ONE signal that I used to 
hear often! 


A BIT OF SOWP NET 
HISTORY 


by Robert Shrader 
SOWP 0157-SGP, W6BNB 


Looking back at some of the 
check-in sheets I used as NCS 
back in 1972 when we were first 
operating our 20 meter net, one 
of them dated 1972, which 
would have been a couple of 
years after the we started the net, 
has the following stations listed 
as "regular check-ins": 


(continued next page) 
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A BIT OF SOWP NET HISTORY—From Page 11 


PAOGL-Cor 
PAOKJN-Cor 
VE3BOJ-John 
VE7WZ-Bill 
WINF-Art 
W2JX-Sherman 
W2GW-Howard 
W2LV-Bob 
K2NP-Bill 
W2NTV-Charlie 
WA2UKO-Earl 
WB2VEJ-Bill 
W2WS-Jeff 
W2Z1-Ed 
W2ZK-Bud 


THe 


W3FYD-Jack 
W3HTSo-DOC 
W30Y-Art 
W8BKM-Gross 
W8CSO-Roy 
W8EU-Doc 
W9EGR-Robby 
W9IOW-Bill 
WOAP-Mac 
WOID-Fritz 
W4AT-Joe 
K4PI-Frank 
W4SM-Pete 
K7WL-Wally 
W7TU-Tom 


I wonder how many of those old calls are familiar to today's Transcon Net members? 
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During the second year of its inception, the SOWP (then known as the SWP) 80-meter CW net had as its 
check-in list for June of 1970, the stations listed below. At that time, being the West Coast net, they were 


listed as "South of Fresno", "South of Eureka" and "North of Eureka": 


W6BNB-Bob (NCS) 
W6CN-Al 
W6EC-Bob 
W6HJL-Mac 
W6KHA-Ernie 
K6MB-Ted 
K6QP-Nick 
W7TCOQ-Jim 
W6FB-Fred 
W6BG-Bill 
W6EY-Mac 
K6FZ-RJ (our 1st Pres.) 
W7JU-Ray 
K6SA-Bill 
W6WF-John 
W7AW-Rich 
W7FW-Walt 
W7LT-John 
W7YA-Joe 


W6BLZ-Ed 
W6DIO-Howard 
W6GAQ/6-John 
K6IX-Ralph 
K6LJ-Stan 
Wé6PC-Lyman 
K6QU-Tom 
K6W1I-John 
W6AW-Roland 
W6BNB-Bob 
W6FC-Jerry 
K6GI-Geo 
W6MC-Mac 
W6UZM-Bill 
W6VS-Bill 
W7AX-Walt 
W6HKM-Henry 
W7RD-Bob 
VE7KU-Les 


K6CFC-Bob 
W6DQI-Ike 
W6GB-Walt 
W6JF-Ben 
W6LM-Sam 
W6PZY-Chas 
W6SRI-Harold 
W6YN-Bob 
K6AX-Walt 
W6BPV-Wes 
W6FX-Mac 
W6JN-Herb 
W6NW-Chick 
W6WDU-Geo 
W6HLD-ATI 
W7CJ-Geo 
W7HJU-Ed 
W7WH-Andy 
VE7ZP-John 


There are only 3 calls or operators who appear on our present list. These are W6OBNB, W6GAQ, who is 
now WW’7P and W6BG, but it was Fred at that time instead of Bill. This net started back in October of 
1968. First NCS that year were: K6FZ (RJ), W6WF (John) and W6BNB (RS). 
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FROM THE FILES 


by Waldo Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


SK Earl F. Whidden, 2060-SGP 
applied for SOWP membership 
in July 1975. In November of 
1978 he wrote to HQ requesting 
copies of SPARKS JOURNAL, 
and in the letter included the fol- 
lowing account of his early work 
in what was then (1912) the 
magic realm of electricity and 
wireless: 


“... worked for Mr. Fessenden 
(without pay) at his High Street, 
Boston Massachusetts laboratory 
where, at that time, he was de- 
veloping along with several 
other (items)... his undersea os- 
cillator, eventually used in light- 
ships and, along with wireless, 
used at a distance from the light- 
ship instrument by those vessels 
with microphones on their hull. 


“The radio signal was practically 
time zero and the arrival of the 
sound signal under water (five 
thousand feet per second) gave 
the mariner his distance and di- 
rection from the lightship. I was 
nine years old at the time and it 
was my job to wipe up the floor 
when they took the underwater 
oscillator out of the large tank on 
the third floor to prevent leaks to 
the second floor. The building 
has been torn down now and 
AT&T has one of their business 
offices on the spot. From these 


tas 


developments. came the Subma- 
rine Signal Co., of Boston 
(Sonar during WW2). 


“Fessenden at that time also had 
a wireless station at Brant Rock, 
Mass., across the bay from Ply- 
mouth. Entrance or even ap- 
proach to this station area was a 
real ‘no-no’ and the area was 
guarded thoroughly. Mr. Mans- 
field, 87, using a pair of binocu- 
lars, was able to determine that 
the blue light he would see, es- 
pecially at night, came from, as 
he saw it, a motor-driven rod 
passing between two sets of 
electrodes. Mr. Mansfield 
brought this information to a 
Doten (descendant from Pilgrim 
Father stock) then also about 15 
years old or so, and the two of 
them proceeded to build a simi- 
lar device. It didn’t work be- 
cause Mansfield could not see 
the strap that connected the sta- 
tionary electrodes. 


“With Fessenden’s death and the 
arrival of WW-I, the Brant Rock 
(facility) was torn down and 
Mansfield remembers the nu- 
merous papers, documents etc., 
that referred to Fessenden’s ex- 
periments being collected by 
rubbish trucks and destroyed. 
These papers were sorely needed 
by RCA in their patent suits that 
occurred during the 20's. How- 
ever, Mansfield went off to war 
and when he returned the Brant 
Rock wireless station was only a 
memory.” 
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(Editorial observation: You 
might imagine the anguish I felt 
when I read about the rubbish 
trucks dumping those priceless 
papers! Wiping my tears, I refer 
to another item in the above ac- 
count -the microphones on the 
hulls of early vessels. I, too, was 
involved with these, though I 
was to come along years later 
than Earl Whiddon. When I 
joined the Navy in 1936 and 
found myself on board the old 
“four-piper” ex-coal-fueled de- 
stroyer USS Hopkins, one of my 
first assigned duties was to keep 
the underwater sound locker, lo- 
cated below the waterline, in 
ship-shape, white-gloves- 
inspection, clean. Although no 
longer used on the bridge, this 
ship was outfitted with six mi- 
crophones on each side of the 
bow, with rubber tubes con- 
nected to “stereo” earplugs (just 
like today’s airliners use for 
movie sound). A set of plugs 
were provisioned in the sound 
locker along with a pair of regu- 
lar earphones to match the XQ 
supersonic equipment sharing 
the locker space, so naturally I 
“listened-in” to the mysterious 
undersea sounds using the 
acoustic earplugs. While an- 
chored in the bay the sounds 
would vary coming from various 
points of the compass as the ship 
swung at anchor. At sea when 
proceeding slowly the sounds 
were absolutely fascinating, in- 


(continued next page) 
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FROM THE FILES—From 
Page 13 


cluding the lower-frequency 
communications of whales. 


It is at once demonstrative of 
how some things crop up as hav- 
ing been. discarded too soon, 
(CW, anyone?) but during one 
“submarine search” exercise my 
ship ran, the captain sent me 
down to the sound locker to lis- 
ten with the old stereo micro- 
phones. The sound-carrying 
rubber tubes had been long since 
disconnected from the bridge by 
top Navy brass, in favor of the 
“new” XQ_ supersonic echo- 
search gear, but the captain 
knew his ship intimately - he had 
only to send a radioman down to 
the locker to listen, and report 
through the XQ intercom. It was 
evident to me since I maintained 
the XQ soundgear, and certainly 
to the captain, that there were 
advantages to direct acoustic lis- 
tening that echo-location did not 
provide. One of the more obvi- 
ous ones is that the XQ origi- 
nated a “ping” at a frequency 
above human hearing range, and 
that “ping” could be used to 
launch and target an enemy tor- 
pedo in our direction! The 
sound and direction of a subma- 
rine’s propellers was “dead 
meat” to those hydrophones un- 
der certain conditions. At higher 
ship speeds, however, the bub- 
bles on our ship’s hull, akin to 
static at radio frequencies, wiped 


ag Fe 


out even close-by prop noises.) - 
WTB. 


IN THE CLEAR? 


by John V. Fels 
SOWP 1306-V 


I was the radio operator on Cap- 
tain Tom Dechert's crew who 
left Morrison Field on December 
10, 1944, and arrived at Piardoba 
on December 25. We were as- 
signed to the 768th Bomb. Sqdn, 
462nd Bomb. Gp. 


The 462nd had been on several 
memorable raids before we ar- 
rived, Mukden and Yawata 
among them, but by January it 
was evident we would be mov- 
ing to the Mariannas as soon as 
the strips were ready. We flew 
raids against Singapore and one 
to Rangoon, but mostly we 
hauled gas and personnel and 
freight into and out of the ad- 
vanced bases in China. 


On one occasion our advanced 
base was socked in and we 
landed at the advance base of a 
different group and picked up 
fifteen or sixteen ground person- 
nel to be returned to their pri- 
mary base in India. When we 
were airborne I sent a coded 
message reciting our departure 
from their advance base (I think 
it was Kiunglai) and our destina- 
tion in India and projected arri- 
val time. A few minutes later 
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the ground station responded in 
code, prefacing the message with 
an "INT C" and then the names 
of our advance and West Bengal 
base. "No," I replied in code, 
explaining that our advance base 
had been closed because of 
weather. 


A few minutes later the ground 
station inquired in the clear 
"How many passengers?" I re- 
sponded in the clear "16." When 
we landed at our home base the 
Communications Officer was 
waiting. "Why had I responded 
in the clear?" My answer was 
that the inquiry had come in the 
clear and that a response with 
the code word for "16" would 
have disclosed to the Japanese 
operator that the word meant a 
number between 15 and 20. He 
thought about it a while and then 
stalked off, and I never heard 
any more about it! 


GETRJ—From Page 16 


the same time. He sat the other 
guy down on the NPM 
(Honolulu) circuit, moved that 
guy to the NXZ one, told them 
to get busy and move traffic. 
Then told me to get back to my 
'Call Strips.' Later he told me 
what GETRJ meant. So, on my 


first live circuit I was told to get — 


off and get a relief!!! 


en es 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our Chap- 
ter Eternal. We send our sincere 
sympathies to those they held 
dear. 


BURTON, Erskine H. 0475-P, 
W7SF, Tacoma, WA. No date 
or details. Reported in OST, 
July 2000. 


CLIFFORD, Wayne W. 5061- 
V, N2FX, Franklinville, NJ. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OOTC Millennium Roster 2000. 


COUZIN, Roy I. 2618-P, 
W6LZL, Felton, CA. No date or 
details. Reported in QCWA 
Journal, Summer 2000. 


ECKE, Harold R. 4212-V, 
NESK, Lufkin, TX. No date or 
details. Reported in OST Sep- 
tember 2000. 


FAHEY, Wilbur J.C. 1478-P, 
K7FY, Taylorsville, UT. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, July 2000. 
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GRAVESON, George L. 1266- 
SGP, K4JI, Plantation, FL. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QOCWA Journal, Summer 2000. 


GREEN, Bruce I. 5176-TA, 
W3IR, Edgewater, MD. No date 
or details. Reported in QCWA 
Journal, Summer 2000. 


HENDRICK, William L. 5615- 
V, W7YUY, Eugene, OR. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QCWA Journal, Summer 2000. 


LINDSLEY, Arthur C. 3838-V, 
K2HJX, Hyde Park, NY. No 
date or details. Reported in OST 
September 2000. 


LINES, Leslie A. 5578-M, 
KSSDF, Bosque Farms, NM. 
No date or details. Reported in 
QOCWA Journal, Summer 2000. 


LOWE, William T. 4365-P, 
WITM, Great Barrington, MA. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST, July 2000. 


LUX, Lowell M. 5391-TA, 
K6SRD, Berkeley, CA. No date 
or details. Reported in QCWA 
Journal, Summer 2000. 
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McCOY, Lewis G. 5004-V, 
WIICP, Silver City, NM. 31 
July 2000 of brain tumor, age 84 
years. Reported in Arizona Re- 
public. 


MILES, Dewey W. 2242-V, 
W5HKE, Houston, TX. No date 
or details. Reported in OST, Au- 
gust 2000. 


PETERSEN, Philip B. 5387- 
TA, W2DME, Tinton Falls, NJ. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST September 2000. 


SNYDER, Harry C. 4864-V, 
WORN, Carefree, AZ. 21 July 
2000 of massive heart attack. 
Reported by Gerald E. Higgins 
5481-TA. 


THOMPSON, Robert E. 4453- 
P, W1WM, Deer Isle, ME. No 
date or details. Reported in OST 
September 2000. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports’ to SOWP 
Exec. Sec'y Waldo T. Boyd., P. 
O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 
95441-0086. If available, in- 
clude date, age of deceased and 
cause of passing. 
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GETRJ 


by Dick Flint 
SOWP 1391-V, K6JOQ 


In 1943 I finished up at a USN 
Radio School in Canberra, Aus- 
tralia as one of the fastest in the 
class at CW. Most of my class 
were to be assigned to the Ma- 
rines to carry Walkie-Talkies on 
landings or to PT Boats. Neither 
of these assignments required 
much in the way of CW ability. 
They decided to assign myself 
and one other fellow with good 
code speed to a nearby Austra- 
lian Navy Point-to-Point Station, 
where there was a small cadry of 


he 


"Yank' operators to handle U.S. 
Navy circuits. Needless to say, 
these circuits were very busy, 
and the operators would always 
be going ‘flat out' - 'Bugs' were 
used on all circuits. The traffic 
was | *9918%© five? letter -code 
groups. The call signs of the ad- 
dressees were always encoded. 
The call sign encoding and de- 
coding was done with strips of 
lettered and numbered thick pa- 
per, insterted into strips in a 
piece of flat aluminum about 12" 
square. This was a tedious chore, 
and was, of course, assigned to 
the guys fresh out of school. 


At this time, our circuit to 
Noumea (NXZ) was very busy. 
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Our Op got into a beef with the 
Op on the other end and quietly 
came over to me, and asked if I 
would like to sit on the circuit. 
Oh Boy!! To sit on a live cir- 
cuit!!! I said, "sure." I sat down, 
put on the phones and moved the 
'bug' aside (I hadn't mastered 
them yet) and with sweaty palms 
Isent "AA group 49 K". The guy 
at NXZ then sent "GETRJ" and 
nothing more. I carefully had 
copied that onto the msg blank 
but he wouldn't send anything 
else, no matter what I said. Fi- 
nally, the Watch Supervisor 
came over to see what was going 
on. He was upset and amused at 


(continued on page 14) 


++++ SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, Inc., a Non Profit (IRS 501(c)(3)) Corporation chartered in California - 
FOUNDED 1968 ++++ ~ William A. Breniman - Founder and President Emeritus ~ CORRESPONDENCE: SOWP 
Headquarters - Send letters re: Dues, Change of Address and all membership correspondence to: Exec. Sec. Waldo T. Boyd 
(K6DZY) P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 95441. [Tel: 707-857-3434] [email: k6dzy@netdex.com] Dues are $15 U.S. per 
Calendar Year or 3 Years - $40 and must be paid to subscribe to this newsletter. Orders for SOWP emblems, stationery & 
SLOP CHEST items to: Exec. Sec. Waldo T. Boyd (K6DZY) P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 95441. [Tel: 707-857-3434] [email: 
k6dzy@netdex.com] Please enclose SASE. SOWP QSL CARDS may be ordered from RUSPRINT, 12730 Stateline Rd., 
Leawood, KS 66209 [Tel: 1-800-962-5783]. EDITORIAL OFFICE: The World Wireless Beacon is published by The Society 
of Wireless Pioneers, Inc., 5319 Sierra Vista Rd., Murphys, CA USA 95247. [Tel: 209-728-8316] [email: earlw@goldrush.com] 
Editor & Publisher, Earl D. Wilson, Jr. (K6GPB). Send comments, letters and editorial contributions, (with SASE) to the Editor. 
ORIGINAL MATERIAL IN THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE QUOTED IF CREDIT IS GIVEN. 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 
P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA, USA 95441-0086 


a ee 


be 
chains ia NE tO eS Yi 


O009-CC @4 DEC/O1 


SAN FRANCISCO CA 94131 


